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Death of England is a powerful and moving play by Delroy Pinnock that
explores themes of identity, race, and the cost of war. Set against the
backdrop of the 2011 London riots, the play follows the story of Michael, a
young black man who is struggling to find his place in a world that seems to
be increasingly hostile to him.

Michael is a complex and deeply flawed character. He is intelligent and
articulate, but he is also angry and disillusioned. He has witnessed
firsthand the racism and injustice that black people face in England, and he
is determined to fight back against it. However, he is also aware of the
futility of violence, and he knows that it will only lead to more pain and
suffering.
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The play is set in a single room, which represents Michael's mind. The
room is filled with images of violence and destruction, and the walls are
covered in graffiti. Michael is haunted by the memories of the riots, and he
is unable to escape the feeling that he is trapped. He is surrounded by
people who do not understand him, and he feels like an outsider in his own
country.

Death of England is a challenging and provocative play that asks
important questions about identity, race, and the cost of war. It is a must-
see for anyone who wants to understand the complex social and political
issues facing England today.

Delroy Pinnock

Delroy Pinnock is one of the most important and influential playwrights
writing in England today. He was born in London in 1951, and his work has
been praised for its honesty, its humor, and its unflinching exploration of
difficult social and political issues.

Pinnock's plays have been performed all over the world, and he has
received numerous awards for his work, including the Laurence Olivier
Award for Best New Play in 1990 for his play The Harder They Come. He
was also awarded the CBE in 2003 for his services to drama.

Death of England is one of Pinnock's most powerful and moving plays. It
is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the complex social and
political issues facing England today.

Themes

Death of England explores a number of important themes, including:



Identity

Race

War

Violence

Memory

Trauma

Hope

Pinnock does not offer easy answers to these complex issues. Instead, he
challenges the audience to think critically about them and to come to their
own s.

Characters

The characters in Death of England are complex and deeply flawed. They
are all struggling to find their place in a world that is increasingly divided by
race, class, and religion.

Michael is a young black man who is struggling to find his place in a
world that seems to be increasingly hostile to him.

Mrs. Wilson is Michael's elderly white landlady. She is a kind and
compassionate woman, but she is also unable to understand Michael's
anger and frustration.

Carl is Michael's friend and fellow activist. He is a charismatic and
passionate young man, but he is also reckless and impulsive.



The General is a retired black general who is haunted by the horrors
of war. He is a wise and compassionate man, but he is also deeply
pessimistic about the future.

These characters represent a wide range of perspectives on the complex
social and political issues that Pinnock explores in the play.

Setting

Death of England is set in a single room, which represents Michael's
mind. The room is filled with images of violence and destruction, and the
walls are covered in graffiti. Michael is haunted by the memories of the
2011 London riots, and he is unable to escape the feeling that he is
trapped. He is surrounded by people who do not understand him, and he
feels like an outsider in his own country.

The setting of the play is both realistic and symbolic. It reflects Michael's
inner turmoil and his sense of isolation and alienation.

Style

Pinnock's writing is characterized by its honesty, its humor, and its
unflinching exploration of difficult social and political issues. He uses a
variety of techniques to create a rich and complex theatrical experience,
including:

Naturalistic dialogue: Pinnock's characters speak in a natural and
realistic way. This helps to create a sense of immediacy and
authenticity.

Poetic language: Pinnock also uses poetic language to create a
sense of beauty and wonder. His use of language is both lyrical and



evocative.

Symbolism: Pinnock uses symbolism to create a deeper level of
meaning in his plays. The setting of Death of England, for example, is
symbolic of Michael's inner turmoil.

Humor: Pinnock uses humor to lighten the mood and to make his
points more accessible. His humor is often dark and ironic, but it is
also effective in making the audience think.

Pinnock's style is unique and distinctive. He is a master of his craft, and his
plays are both challenging and rewarding.

Impact

Death of England has had a profound impact on audiences and critics
alike. The play has been praised for its honesty, its humor, and its
unflinching exploration of difficult social and political issues. It has been
performed all over the world, and it has won numerous awards, including
the Laurence Olivier Award for Best New Play in 2012.

Death of England is a must-see for anyone who wants to understand the
complex social and political issues facing England today. It is a powerful
and moving play that will stay with you long after you see it.



Death of England is available to Free Download from Our Book Library
and other major booksellers.
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