
Hamilton Army Airfield: The Secret History of
a World War II Aviation Hub
Prologue: A Hidden Gem of Aviation History

Nestled amidst the rolling hills of Novato, California, lies a forgotten relic of
World War II: the Hamilton Army Airfield. Once a bustling hub of aviation
activity, the airfield has faded into obscurity, its history largely unknown to
the outside world.
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But behind the overgrown runways and crumbling buildings lies a
captivating tale of bravery, innovation, and sacrifice. Hamilton Army Airfield
played a pivotal role in the Allied victory, training thousands of pilots and
aircrews who went on to fight in the skies over Europe and the Pacific.

Chapter 1: The Birth of an Airfield

In the early days of World War II, the United States faced an urgent need
for trained pilots and aircrews. In 1942, the Army Air Forces selected a site
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in Novato, just north of San Francisco, as the location for a new training
facility.

Construction began at a feverish pace, and within months, Hamilton Army
Airfield emerged as a sprawling complex of runways, hangars, barracks,
and support buildings. The airfield was named in honor of 2nd Lieutenant
Lloyd A. Hamilton, a Novato native who was killed in action during the
Battle of Midway.
Chapter 2: Training the Warriors of the Sky

Hamilton Army Airfield quickly became one of the most important training
centers for the Army Air Forces. Thousands of young men from all over the
country flocked to Novato, eager to become part of the war effort.

The training program at Hamilton was rigorous and demanding. Recruits
underwent intensive ground school instruction, flight simulations, and
countless hours of flying time. They learned to operate a wide range of
aircraft, including bombers, fighters, and transports.

Among the most famous graduates of Hamilton Army Airfield was James
Stewart, the Hollywood actor who went on to become a decorated bomber
pilot during the war.

Chapter 3: The Secret Missions of Hamilton

Hamilton Army Airfield was not only a training center but also a hub for
secret missions. The airfield played a key role in the development and
deployment of the atomic bomb.

In 1945, the Enola Gay, the B-29 bomber that dropped the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima, took off from Hamilton Army Airfield. The crew of the Enola Gay



trained at Hamilton for months, practicing their bombing runs over the
desolate hills of Northern California.
Chapter 4: The Legacy of Hamilton

After the war, Hamilton Army Airfield was decommissioned and eventually
transferred to the city of Novato. Today, the airfield is a public park, home to
hiking trails, picnic areas, and a museum dedicated to its wartime history.

The legacy of Hamilton Army Airfield lives on in the countless pilots and
aircrews who trained there. The airfield played a vital role in the Allied
victory in World War II, and its story deserves to be remembered.

Epilogue: A Whisper from the Past

As you walk through the park that was once Hamilton Army Airfield, you
can almost hear the whisper of history. The wind carries the sound of
laughter and camaraderie, the roar of aircraft engines, and the unspoken
stories of those who served here.

Hamilton Army Airfield is more than just a relic of the past. It is a living
testament to the bravery, innovation, and sacrifice of those who fought for
our freedom. May their memory never be forgotten.
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