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Jeanne Antoinette Poisson, better known as the Marchioness of
Pompadour, was born into a humble family in Paris in 1721. Her father was
a minor official in the French government, and her mother was the daughter
of a wealthy merchant. Jeanne was a beautiful and intelligent young
woman, and she quickly attracted the attention of men from all walks of life.

In 1741, Jeanne married Charles Guillaume Le Normant d'Étiolles, a
wealthy financier. However, her marriage was not a happy one, and she
soon began an affair with King Louis XV. In 1745, Jeanne was officially
presented at the court of Versailles, and she quickly became one of the
king's most trusted advisors.

As the king's mistress, Pompadour played a key role in French politics and
culture. She was a patron of the arts and sciences, and she helped to
promote the careers of many talented artists and writers. She also played a
role in the Seven Years' War, and she was a close advisor to the king
during the negotiations that led to the Treaty of Paris in 1763.
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Pompadour's memoirs were written in the years following her retirement
from court in 1757. They offer a unique glimpse into the world of Versailles
and the inner workings of the French court. Pompadour was a keen
observer of human nature, and her memoirs are full of vivid descriptions of
the people and events that she witnessed.

The Memoirs Of The Marchioness Of Pompadour are a fascinating read for
anyone interested in 18th-century France, the French court, or the life of
one of the most influential women in history.
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