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Of Mice and Men is a novella by John Steinbeck. It was first published in
1937 and tells the story of two migrant workers, George and Lennie, who
travel together in search of work during the Great Depression. The story
explores themes of friendship, loneliness, and the American Dream.

George is a small, wiry man with a sharp tongue. He is the brains of the
duo, and he often has to protect Lennie from getting into trouble. Lennie is
a large, gentle giant with a childlike mind. He is devoted to George, and he
would do anything for him.

The two men dream of owning their own farm someday. They believe that if
they can just save enough money, they can buy a small piece of land and
live off the fat of the land. However, their dreams are constantly thwarted by
their circumstances.

Of Mice and Men is a tragic story, but it is also a story of hope. It is a
reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always the possibility of
friendship and redemption.
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George Milton: A small, wiry man with a sharp tongue. He is the
brains of the duo, and he often has to protect Lennie from getting into
trouble.

Lennie Small: A large, gentle giant with a childlike mind. He is devoted
to George, and he would do anything for him.

Curley: The boss's son. He is a cruel and arrogant man who often
picks on Lennie.

Curley's wife: A beautiful and flirtatious woman. She is attracted to
Lennie, and she often uses him to get what she wants.

Slim: The ranch foreman. He is a wise and compassionate man who
tries to help George and Lennie.

Themes

Friendship: The story of Of Mice and Men is a story of friendship.
George and Lennie are two very different men, but they are bound
together by their friendship. They are both loyal to each other, and they
would do anything for each other.

Loneliness: Of Mice and Men is also a story of loneliness. George
and Lennie are both lonely men, and they find solace in each other's
company. They are both outsiders, and they do not fit in with the other
ranch workers.

The American Dream: George and Lennie dream of owning their own
farm someday. They believe that if they can just save enough money,
they can buy a small piece of land and live off the fat of the land.
However, their dreams are constantly thwarted by their circumstances.



Setting

Of Mice and Men is set in the Salinas Valley of California during the Great
Depression. The story takes place on a ranch, where George and Lennie
work as migrant workers. The setting is important to the story because it
helps to create a sense of isolation and loneliness.

Style

Of Mice and Men is written in a simple and straightforward style. Steinbeck
uses short, simple sentences and he avoids using complex language. This
style helps to create a sense of realism and immediacy.

Reception

Of Mice and Men was a critical and commercial success. The novel has
been translated into more than 40 languages and has been adapted into
several films and stage plays. It is considered to be one of the great
American novels of the 20th century.

Of Mice and Men is a powerful and moving story about friendship,
loneliness, and the American Dream. It is a story that will stay with you long
after you have finished reading it.
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