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Themes of "The Garden Party"

Social Class and Inequality

One of the central themes in "The Garden Party" is the stark contrast
between the wealthy Sheridan family and the working-class community that
surrounds them. Mansfield vividly portrays the obliviousness and
insensitivity of the Sheridans, highlighting their inability to comprehend the
struggles and hardships faced by those outside their privileged circle.

Coming-of-Age and Loss of Innocence

The story follows Laura Sheridan, a young girl on the cusp of adulthood. As
she witnesses the death of a working-class man and navigates the
complexities of her social group, Laura experiences a profound shift in her
perspective. The death and the garden party represent a stark contrast
between carefree youth and the harsh realities of life.

Modernist Techniques

Mansfield employs several modernist techniques in "The Garden Party."
These include:
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Stream-of-Consciousness Narration: Mansfield uses the stream-of-
consciousness narration to provide insights into Laura's innermost
thoughts and emotions.

Symbolism: The garden party, the death of the man, and the weather
conditions all carry symbolic meanings.

Imagery: Mansfield's vivid imagery creates a rich sensory experience,
evoking the sights, sounds, smells, and textures of the setting.

Characters in "The Garden Party"

Laura Sheridan

Laura is the protagonist of the story. She is a curious and imaginative
young girl who is beginning to question her family's values.

Mr. and Mrs. Sheridan

Laura's parents are wealthy and self-absorbed. They are oblivious to the
suffering of the working class.

Jose

Jose is a working-class man who dies in a tragic accident. His death forces
Laura to confront the harsh realities of life.

Analysis of Key Passages

The Death of the Man

The death of the working-class man is a pivotal moment in the story. It is a
symbol of the unseen suffering that exists beneath the surface of Laura's
privileged life.



"A man had been killed. In the wood, just beyond the tennis-court, under
the big elm-tree."

Preparing for the Garden Party

The description of the preparations for the garden party highlights the
contrast between the Sheridans' wealth and the poverty of the surrounding
community.

"The big marquee was put up on the tennis-court. . . The Chinese lanterns
were strung up and the refreshment tent was stocked with jellies,
sandwiches, cakes, lemonade, and claret-cup."

The Garden Party Itself

The garden party is a superficial and meaningless affair that fails to
address the underlying social problems highlighted by the death of the
man.

"And the garden-party went on as if nothing had happened. The ladies
walked about in their delicate frocks and large hats, the gentlemen smoked
and talked, and the children played on the lawn."

Katherine Mansfield's "The Garden Party" is a complex and thought-
provoking story that offers a profound exploration of social class, coming-
of-age, and the nature of human existence. Through her use of modernist
techniques and vivid imagery, Mansfield invites readers to question their
own assumptions and to see the world from a different perspective.

If you are looking to delve deeper into Katherine Mansfield's masterpiece,
we highly recommend our comprehensive Study Guide for "The Garden



Party" available on Course Hero. Our study guide provides a detailed
analysis of the text, including character profiles, theme exploration, and
discussion questions. Enhance your understanding and appreciation of this
literary gem with our expert insights.
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